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Rules for Demonstration Speech

Time Limit: 4 - 8 minutes (15 sec. grace period over and under)
Judges are required to use a siopwatch (Only time the actual speech, not the set-up not the takedown)

Purpose of the Category:
To develop the skills of explaining and demonstrating a useful and practicat process using props and visual aids,

Description of Category:

A Demonstration Speech explains how to do something while demonstrating the nrocess at the same time, The student should choose a
topic that is practical or artistic, The speech may teach a specialized skill, show the construction of an item or demonstrate how an object
operates, An individual speaker or a team of two may delivet a presentation in this category. In judging this categoty, equal emphasis should
be given to the content and the delivery.

Rules:

1. A presentation in this category requires the patrticipant(s) to demonstrate a practical of artistic skill or process, {ex: playing an instrument
ot sport), show the construction of an item, (ex: otigami, birdhouse or no bake peanut butter bars}, and use an object of demenstration or
aid in the speech. Material{s)outside the speaker’s body must be used to enhance the demonstration. (Frivolous or “tongue in cheek” topics
are better svited to Infomercial or Special Events, Ex: How to drive a parent crazy or How to avoid a Zombie Apocalypse.)

2, Attire appropriate to the presentation is allowed but cannot be considered the object of the demonstration,

3. The participant should expect 2 normal-sized classroom with a normal-sized doot. The host school will provide a table. The
participant must provide any other materials.

4, No materials dangerous to the health or safety of the participant or the audience may be used. This prohibition includes, but is not
limnited to, fitearms, dangerous chemicals, live animals, and laser pointers.

5, Audio devices are permitted to enhance, but not replace the presentation.

6. Materdals are not to be passed around the room to audience members or to the judge before, during, ot aftet the speech. Attention
should always be directed to the speaker’s involvement with the materials being used as objects of demonstration.

7. A presentation in this category may include an individual ot a team of two.

4. In an individual demonstration one other petson may be used as the object of demonstration or as an assistant in setting up or striking
down the equipment used in the presentation. When interpreting this rule, consider whether the second person is assisting in the process
ot is actually cartying out the process, Only one other person may serve as both an object of demonstration and as an assistant. This
petson must also meet eligibility requitements but will not be considered as a participant. Therefore, this person may participate in
another category. Any resulting scheduling problems, however, will not be the responsibility of the host schacl.

b. A team demonstration provides the opportunity for two people to share the responsibility of explaining and demonstrating a process.
This option requires both participants to share in the speaking, as well as in the demonstrating of the process, Such a presentation shall be
judged as a whole, but each participant shall receive an individual award,

8. Bach contestant may use one 4x6 (or smalled) note card. Note cards are not requited.
9. The participant(s) may not use a presentation in this category for more than one season.

T A speech in this category shall be from 4 to 8 minutes in length, A 15-second grace period is allowed over and under,

# A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and cannot go to
the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.
Were all the rules of the category followed? Ciecle one, If wo, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction,

Yes No
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Rules for Farrago

Time Limit: 4 -8 minutes (15 sec. grace period over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch

Purpose of the Category

To develop skills in identifying, selecting, combining and presenting quality literature from a vatiety of genres
which addresses a specific theme ot emotion.

Degscription of Category

"T'he challenge of Farrago is to select material from a variety of literary gentes/non-original texts (poetty, short
stories, speeches, essays, drama, novels, etc.), which addresses a central specific theme or emotion, and to interpret
the material through oral presentation. T'his is an interpretive category, not an acting categoty. This is an individual
category.

Rules

1. The contestant must choose quality material from at least two literary genres/non-original texts, which have a common
theme or emotion. If the piece is adapted, credit must be propetly given to the authots of the original piece and
“adaptations’ must be stated in the introduction.

2. Anintroduction and transitions must be memorized and mast include titles, authots, theme, and genre. 'The introduction
and transitions must be the original work of the speakes. Transitions must include title and author of the upcoming
piece.

3. The selection is to be read from the printed page by using either the original soutce or a typed manuscript. The material is not
to be presented as a memorized selection. The participant may not walk except duting transitions. (Walking is defined as
more than one consecutive trayeling step.)

4, Costumes, props, recorded music, or other audio-visual matetials may not be used. (Items found in the room or
removable items on the body, such as jewelry, scripts, desks, chairs, cte., are considered props and may NOT be used.)
Singing, if used, must be incidental and consist of no more than thirty (30} seconds total.

5. The participant may not use a presentation in this categoty for mote than one scason.

T A ptesentation in this category shall be from fout to eight minutes in length. A 15-second grace period is allowed over ot
under, Beyond 15 seconds over ot under is a rule viclation.

* A clear rule violation means that the petformance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be ranked,
and cannot go to the powet round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If #o, please explain and provide the number
associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Group Acting

Time Limit: 5 - 10 minutes (15 sec. grace period over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch

Purpose of the Category:

To provide a group of students the opportunity to learn and practice basic acting skills by working together to dramatize a
literary sctipt.

Description of Category:

"T'he emphasis of this category is on basic acting skills and character interaction. Other skills include individual character
development, dialogue, movement, and emotional expression as characters respond and react to each other and the situations
confronting therm. The primaty focus of the performets should be on each other, although natratots and asides to the audience
are permitted. The preferred source material should be prose, poetry, essays, song lyrics, declamations, speeches, radio drama, or
creative dramatics, Students may also adapt published or recorded works or develop their own material,

Rules:

1. An entry in this category is a presentation by a group of students from two to four in number,

2. The presentation must be performed and memorized by all participants. No sciipts or prompting will be 2llowed.

3. The presentation is to be given without costumes, make-up, or props, (Items found in the room or removable items on
the body, such as jewelry, glasses, scripts, etc., are considered props.). The use of walls, doots, windows, lights, pre
recorded sound or video, etc, is prohibited. The use of a table/desk and chairs/stools is permizted and will be provided
by the host. Sinping, if used, must be incidental and consist of no more than 30 seconds total. The presentation space is
defined as a wall-less area within a room,

4. An introduction, including author and title, is required and should be given by one or more members of the group, If the
piece is adapted, credit must be properly given to the authors of the original piece and a statement that it was adapted
must be mentioned in the introduction. The introduction and any traasitions needed to establish a relationship between
parts of the presentation must be given from memory.

5. Movement appropriate to the character and situation is expected and necessary. The ptimaty focus of performers should
be on theimselves, or each other. Asides to the audience are permitted.

6. A presentation in this category shall be judged as a whole, but each pardcipant shall receive an individual award,

7. In the event one member of the group is unable to appear at a tournament or festival, any other eligible student may be
substituted. No special allowance will be made for the substitute,

8. A presentation in this category may not be used by any of the petformers for more than one season.

T A presentation in this category shall be from five to ten mimutes in length, A 15-second grace period is allowed over or undet.

* A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be ranked and
cannot go to the powet round,

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the
infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Group Interpretation

Time Limit: 5 - 10 minutes (15 sec. grace period over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch,

Purpose of the Category:

To provide a group of students the opportunity of working together to present a literary script.

Description of Category:

The goal of this categoty is to ptovide a group of students the opportunity of working together to present a literary script
by using theit voices and/or bodies to suggest the intellectual, emotional or sensoty experiences inhetent in the material
they have chosen. The readers should sttive to have the audience lose themselves in the ideas that are being presented and
mzke the printed page come alive for them. The prefetred sousce matetial should be prose, poetry, essays, song lytics,
speeches, declamations, radio drama, of cteative dramatics, Students may also adapt published wotks ot develop theit own
material for the presentation. Emphasis in this category is on vocal and verbal excellence and group dynamics. Primary
focus of the performers is on the audience, not each other,

Rules:

1. Anentry in this category is a presentation by 4 group of students from two to four in number,

All participants must read from a script. All particlpants must hold their own script in their hand or hands at all times
during the presentation. The material is not to be presented as a memorized selection, except for the introduction and
transitions.

3. 'The group presentation is to be given without costumes, make-up, or props. Items found in the room ot removable items on the
body, such as jewelry, glasses, scripts, etc. are considered props. The use of walls, doors, windows, lights, ete, is prohibited. No
prerecotded sound may be used. Singing, if used, must be incidental and consist of no more than 30 seconds total. Scripts nmst
be uniform. They should be mounted on sclid-color stock or in plain binders that will be the same color for all participants.
The presentation space is defined as a wall-less area within a room,

4. No body or eye contact with other members of the group is allowed. (This does not prohibit the brief incidental physical or eye
contact of people standing niext to each other ot in blocking transidon.)

5. An introduction that includes the title and author is required and should be given from memory by one ot more members of
the gtoup. Transitions, if needed to establish a relationship between parts of the presentation, should also be delivered from
memory. If the piece is adapted, credit must be propetly given to the authors of the oripinal piece and “adapted” must be stated
in the introduction.

6. A presentation in this category shall be judged as a whole, but each patticipant shall receive an individual award,

7. In the event one member of the group is unable to appear at a tournament or festival, any other eligible student may be
substituted. No special allowance will be made for the substitute.

8. A presentation in this category may not be used by any of the performers for more than one season,

T A presentation in this category shall be from five to ten minutes in length. A 15-second grace period is allowed over
and under. Beyond 15 seconds over or under is a rule violation.

* A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be
ranked, and cannot go to the powet round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one, If no, please excplain and provide the number associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Humorous Solo Acting

Time Limit: 3 - 8 minutes (15 sec. grace petiod over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch '

Purpose of the Category:

'T'o develop skills in the presentation of comedy, using voice, movement, body, hands, and facial expression.

Description of Categorty:

This category enables the patticipant to consider shorter monologues and plays as well as stand-up, dialogue, and
multiple-character pieces. The material for Humorous Solo Acting shall be a cutting taken from drama, ot other
literature adapted to the dramatic format with brief narrative transitions allowed. The material may be original,
non-otiginal, or an adaptation by the participant, and may include impersonations. The material may be in the form of
a monologue or a selection that includes any number of characters. This is an individual category.

Rules:

1. An entty in this category is to be memorized. The source material may be prose, poetry, drama, digital, ot essay and may be original,
non-otiginal, or an adaptation. Impersonations are allowed.

2. 'The patticipant must prepare and present an introduction, including author and dtle, and any transitons needed to establish
relationship between parts of the presentation. The introduction and transitions must be given from memory. If the piece is adapted,
credit must be propetly given to authors of the original piece and all adaptations must be stated in the introduction,

3,  Movement is limited only by what is appropriate to the material and the style of the presentation,

4. The presentation shall be performed without use of costume, make-up ot props. frems found in the room or removable items on
the body, such as jewelry, sctipts, etc,, are considered props and ate prohibited, The use of walls, doors, windows, lights, etc., is
prohibited. A chair and table or desk may be used and will be provided by the host. The presentation space is defined as a wall-less
atea within a room. Singing, if used, must be incidental and consist of no more than 30 seconds.

5. The participant may not use a presentation in this category for more than one season,

T A presentation in this category shall be from three to eight minutes in length, A 15-sccond grace period is allowed over and under.
Beyond 15 seconds over or under is a rule violation.

* A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be
ranked, and cannot go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction,

Yes No
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M LF A Middle Level Forensics Association of Wisconsin 2024

Rules for Impromptu Speaking

Time Limit: 2 - 4 minutes (15 second grace for over 4 minutes only—Time card at 2, 3, 3 %, and 4 minutes)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch

Purpose of the Category:

To develop the skill of speaking extemporaneously on a topic of general knowledge.

Description of Category:

In the Impromptu Speaking category, the speaker will present an “off the cuff * speech about a common knowledge topic to be
drawn immediately before speaking, Topics may be a word, phrase, statement, ot non-specific question, The focus will be on the
speaker’s ability to think on his/her feet, Sources need not be cited, as topics are within the expetience or knowledge of the
speaker.

A speech in this category may be informative, persuasive, or entertaining. {e.g. If the topic is pupples, a student might give an
informative speech about the care of puppies, a persuasive speech about the need for neutering, or an entettaining speech about
his own expetiences with puppies,) The speech should include an introduction, body and conclusion. In judging this category,
equal emphasis should be given to content and style, This is an individual category.

Rules:

1. The speech is to be presented extemporaneously. Notes limited to both sides of one 4x6 card may be used but are not
required. The notes, if used, must be written duting the two-minute prepatation time on a noe card issued by the host schoo!.
A student should not be marked lower for using a note card. It is approptate, howevet, to ctiticize the other aspects of the
speech that are adversely affected by using 2 note card, such as eye contact, use of gestures, and the extent to which it is a
distraction to the audience,

2. Costumes, props and visual aids may not be used. (Items found in the room such as desks, chairs, podiums, stands, etc., are

considered props and may NOT be used.)
3. The speech must be clearly refated to the topic selected.

4, The speech must be a minimum of 2 minutes with no grace petiod. If the speech is under 2 minutes it is considered aule

violation with a penalty as given below *.

T A presentation in this category shall be a maximum of four minutes in length. A 15-second grace petiod is allowed over the
maximum time limit,

* A clear rule violation means that the pexformance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and
cannot go to the power round.,

Proceed to the INFRACITONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Citcle one. If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction.

Yes Neo
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sMLFA Middle Level Forensics Association of Wisconsin 2024

Rules for Infomercial

Time Limit: 2%2 - 5 minutes (15 sec. grace period over and undet
g P
Judges are requited to use a stopwatch (Only finee the actual speech, not the set-up and tear down)

Purpose of the Category:

To give the students the opportunity to use creativity, humot, and imagination in prepating and
delivering a brief persuasive speech.

Desctiption of Category:

The challenge in this categoty is to create and present a speech that emulates a television infomercial selling a
teal ot imagined product or setvice. The tone of the speech should be creative, entertaining, imaginative and
emphasize the positive aspects of the product. A presentation in this categoty may include an individual
speaker ot a team of two. In judging this category equal emphasis should be given to content and style.
Singing, if used, must be incidental and comprise only 2 small fraction of the overall presentation.

Rules:

1. A speech in this category may be given by an individual or a team of two. It must be wiitten by the participants who present it.

2. The speech may be ptesented from memory, using notes, or extemporaneously. Each contestant may use one 4x6 (or smaller)
note card. Note cards are not requited.

3. Properties and/or visual materials are required in this category. Attire appropriate to the presentation may be worn. A table
and chair/desk will be provided by the host.

4. A team infomercial requires both people to share the responsibility of giving the presentation. One person’s
contribution should not appear to be significantly greater than the other.

5. Movetnent is limited only by what is appropriate to the material and the style of the presenzation,

6. 'The participant(s) may not use the same produict or service as a topic for presentation in this category for more than one
season.

T A presentation in this category shall be from two and one-half to five minutes in length, A 15-second grace period is allowed over and

under, Beyond 15 seconds over or undet is a rule violation.

* A cleat rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be
ranked, and cannot go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction,

Yes No
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Rules for Informative Speech

Time Limit: 2 - 4 minutes (15 sec. grace petiod over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch

Purpose of the Category:

To give the students the opportunity to prepare and present a brief informative speech.

Description of Category:

The purpose of an Informative Speech is to expand an audience’s knowledge of a specific topic in an interesting and undetstandable
fashion. The speech might be about a person {eg, Abraham Lincoln, Harriet Tubman, ot the Speaker of the House), a place (eg. New
York City, Antarctica ot a national parls), or an object (eg, a work of art, a musical instrument, or an exotic animal). Another option is to
present a review of an event, movie, book of 2 game. The review should be factual and informative and include a balance of positive and
negative qualities. The speaker’s goal is to share information with the audience but NOT to persuade. Direct quotes, statistics,
compatisons, and examples must be used to develop the speech. Specific information that is not general knowledge must be cited. A
visual aid must be used. In judging this categoty, equal emphasis should be given to content and delivery. This is an individual category.

Rules:
1.

A speech in this category must be wtitten by the person who presents it.

2. A speech in this category must be informative in purpose. (When deciding if a speech is informative in purpose, consider
whether the speech deals with a solution to the topic. If so, the speech should probably be in the Persuasive category) A
review should be about a topic that is appropriate to people the speaket’s age. The review should be factual and informative. Lt
should address a balance of positive and negative qualities of the topic. Specific information that is not general knowledge
must be cited.

3. The speech may be presented using notes or from memory. Notes limited to both sides of one 4x6 {or smallex) card may be
used but are not required, A student should not be marked lowet for using a note card. It is appropriate, however, to ctiticize
the other aspects of the speech that are adversely affected by using a note card, such as eye contact, use of gestures, and the
extent to which it is a distraction to the andience.

4. A visual supporting item must be used, but the participant may not wear it. Multiple images on one poster ot trifold board are

considered one item. The visual item must support but not dominate the presentation. No sound equipment, laser pointers, of

electronic devices may be used. No costumes or props may be used. If competing virtually, multiple images may be presented separately to the
camera,

5. 'The participant may not use a speech or topic in this category for mote than ore season.

T A presentation in this category shall be from two to four minutes in lengthA 15-second grace period is allowed ovet and under.
Beyond 15 seconds over or under is a rule violation.

A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and cannot

go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Moments in History

Time Limit: 3 - 6 minutes (15 sec, grace period over or under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch, (Only time the actual speech, not the set-up and tear down)

Purpose of the Category:
To give the students the opportunity to prepare a brief informative speech based on & historical topic and to use a visual

aid while presenting the speech.

Description of Category:

In the Moments in History category, the speaker will prepare and present a well-organized, informative speech on 2 topic
drawn from the designated decade or era. The decade or era shall be determined each year by the MLFA of Wisconsin
Category Committee and presented at the Fall Meeting, Soutces other than personal opinion, personal expetience and general
knowledge, such as books, magazines, experts, etc should support the ideas presented and must be cited. In ptesenting the
speech the participant must use one visual aid. The visual aid should suppott the speech but not dominate it. In judging this
categoty, equal emphasis should be given to content and style. This is an individual category.

Rules:
1. A speech in this category must be about a topic pertaining to the chosen time period and should be informative in
nature.

2. A speech in this category must be written by the student who presents it.

3. The speech may be presented from memory, using nates, or extempotaneously. Notes limited o both sides of one 4x6 (ot
smallet) card may be used but are not required. A student should not be marked lower for using a note catd. Itis appropriate,
however, to criticize the other aspects of the speech that are adversely affected by using 2 note card, such as eye contact, use of
gestutes, and the extent to which it is a distraction to the audience.

4. Sources other than personal knowledge must be used to support the ideas presented. Sources must be cited,

5. One visual supporting item must be used, but the participant may not wear it. Multiple images on one poster or trifold board are
considered one item. The visual itern must support, but not dominate, the presentation, No sound equipment, laser pointers, ot
electronic devices may be used. No costumes, or additional visual aids, or props may be used. If competing virtually, multiple images meay be
presentsd separately bo the camera,

6. The participant may not use 2 speech or topic in this category for more than one season.

T A presentation in this category shall be from thtee to six minutes in length. A 15-second grace period is allowed ovet or under.
Beyond 15 seconds over or under is a rule violation.

* A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and cannot
go to the power round,

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations,

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one, If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction.

Yes No



apur) aure)] aSpng g 4174

(e'S'SFETT)

Huey]
21008 Tej0L
A anjo’ 1e1o],
“SAO[3] SPI0A PASOSIW 10 P3UNGUQIAS T JS17T )
Apmmmen [moy,  MORY SpA0M P p *
uamio)) 1910
HT Wmnfo)) [e0L stod
EX (X | X [ eX | IX |
IT Tamyo7) Te0L
onJeA |
1 umyon) 7201, Wno)
("o0uds pOTEUSISAp o U SPI0M PAOUNOUeIdSTU Ale 3517, } {suoneounuordsiuy
OU JI ¢ B[AII7)) “SUOHEBIOUNUOIISIII OU prY PUB 2w 841 JO [[B ALBop syeads| ¢ ¥ ¢ 4 i 5T
yaaads Jo aJmeu pue soustpne 10 sjeudordde spey| € ¥ ¢ z I €1
“pIzay A[ISES 50 PINOO PI0A AISAT LWOOI PUR ‘20U3IPhR ‘30s1d 24 14 swinfop| € ¥ € Z 1 (48
“SROPI PUR SPIOM JURLIOAWI SZESEL O]
djoy pue souptrropad atp 0] saretun sppe (uorssaidxe ‘SWmoA OU01) UORBLEBA [230A| € ¥ £ I I IT
HOVSSTIA T Td1AOV
"SURIRISIP SUI2q INOIIM TSAINUE PP pub Terale
[eRSIA 91 09 1371 ‘seap! Jueuoduu] 2z1seydurs 0) pIsn A[PAROIS A semmysan| € ¥ £ T I o1
“PAPNaUl §1 90UIPHE
amug 1efgns 21 clut Y] SUIMEBID S0UMIPTIE YIIM JOSUU0D AQUMSISUCD s34l € ¥ £ z I 6
‘uorreruesard aipl Jo Joedulr [BRSIA UL 01 Sppe uoIssaldxa eoey]| € ¥ [ Z I g
ATHTATTIAA
REELE
A1} 0L PAIRISAIUL [[aM 2IB SUONEILT) "POIED SE S0ITIOS 0UQ UBLL SI0UT WO UOTRUIONE] € ¥ £ T i 4
“SALRUIICIUT pue Sunsassut stodoy € 4 S T I 9
“I9y1a503 yosads son AppAnoapo uoisnpueD) € i € z 1 <
2205 a1
INOUSNOI} JUIPIAD U Fea[d s1iutod BRI MO[j0] 0] ASBS pUw pazIuBSIo [[om yooods] € ¥ € z i ¥
“goneIsad a1 JeuEIUIop 101 sa0p Ing spoddns AfpAnooys pUARW [BUSIA] & ¥ € I I €
("eords pajRUBISap S UE SPIOM PRSOSTUL AUR 1817, )
-pouredxa AjIEa[0 208 25ksN UOUIRICD U 10U 312 Jei)
SpIOAA “U2oads oI 0 152595 ppR puw 2ouatpne M) 10f sleudordde o pasn sprom) € ¥ € ré i [
UOTUoNE,
s, 20UaIpne 1) sarpded pur UONOSIIp FE9)0 € S13S AJOATRSI0 PUB AJoAnogpe Sunad, < 4 ¢ Z I I
Juswwaaoidiug Joy suonsaSdns oyoads pue NOILVZINVIRIO INALNOD
SISIAnSs T SJESTII0D SPNJOE POYS JoBgpss,] “PAInbal SIUSIeD £ 30 MU WMmOHME ZH WHZEOE

SJUIMIO.)

UMCPaEL 10 dngas sum [ON O« 191 pue a10]eq polrad sorI3 puooss ¢
AEE @:mu IS 10} wmmﬁﬁzw 479 J0 21005 *MOI LI UL JQUUENT U0 I[ILII IS0 Nox
P, [BIOL ordo] /oy, :9po)) Wyeadg wooy punoy




N\
-
7 MI F A Middle Level Forensics Association of Wisconsin 2024

Rules for News Reporting
Time Limit: 5 - 10 minutes (15 sec. grace period over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch. (Qnly time the actual soeech, not the set-up and tear down)

Purpose of the Category:
To develop the skills of selecting, editing, organizing, and preseniing news for television.

Description of Category:
"The category of News Reporting gives one to three students the opportunity to practice the skills of reseatch, otganization, analysis
and presentation of information based on current events,

Option A: The student(s) will prepate and present a pews program including news (local, state, national, or

international stories), weathet, sports and an original editorial.

Option B:The student(s) will prepare and present an all sports news progtam including sports highlights, coverage of one

ot more majot newsworthy stories, a feature story, and an original editorial,
Matetial may be edited or rewritten by the student(s). Sources of information for this may include newspapers, magazines, radio, television
and the Intetnet. The primary focus of this category should be hard news. (This should look mote like the 6:00 news or Sporis Center than
Sasyrday Night Live,) In judging this category, equal emphasis should be given to content and style.

Rules:

1. An entry in this category is a presentation by one to three students. Prior to the presentation the proup must announce their Option
choice. This announcement will not be included in the time. The presentation shall be evaluated as a whole, but each participant shall
teceive an individual award,

2. Option A: The presentation musi include news, weathet, spotts, and an editorial. News is defined as hard and/or featured. News
must include a combination of local, state, national, and/or international stories. The student(s) must teport events that have
occutted within two weeks prior to the competition, Material must be updated throughout the season to ensure timeliness.

Option B: The presentation must include sports highlights, news, a feature story, and an original editorial, Fach part can (but is
not required to) inclide a combination of local, state, national or international material. See the detail sheet for a description and
examples of each required part.

No commercial advertisements or public service announcements are to be part of the presentation for either option,

3. A separate introduction is not permitted; it should be an integral part of the presentation. The participant(s) must prepare any
transitions needed to establish a relationship between parts of the presentation,

4. 'The news portion of the presentation requires the use of a manuscript,

5. Attite must be appropriate to the presentation. Properties or visual materials may be used to enhance the presentation, but must be
provided by the participants. A table or desk and chairs/stools will be provided by the host. No laser pointers ot electronic
equipment may be used.

6. Movement is limited to what {s approptiate to the material and the style of presentation.

7. In the event one member of the group is unable to appear at 2 festival or tournament, any other eligible student may be
substituted. No special allowance will be made fot the substitute,

T A speech in this category shall be from 5 to 10 minutes in length, A 15-second grace period is allowed over or under, Beyond 15
seconds ovet ot under is 2 rule violation.

* A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and
cannot go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.
Werte all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If #o, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Non-Original Oratory

Time Limit: 4 - 8 minutes (15 sec, grace period over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch.

Purpose of the Category: .

To develop the skills used in ptesenting a persuasive or inspirational speech.

Description of Category:

A presentation in this category will consist of one or more persuasive ot inspirational speech(es) or cuttings from speeches
that have been written and delivered by someone other than the participant. ‘The speech may be presented from memory,
and/or read from a manuscript. Whichever method is chosen, the student should be cautioned NOT to attempt to mimic
the original speaker. No literary re-intetptetations or creations are permitted. For example, a commencement address or
recorded TedTalk would be allowed wheteas an impromptu YouTube vlog or speech from a movie ot play would not qualify.

Rules:

1. A presentation in this category is to be a persuasive or inspirational speech written and originally presented as a public
address by 2 person other than the participant. The speech: is to be given from memoty ot tead from a manuscript. 'The
speaker may read fromn or refet to the manuscript during the speech without penalty. Note cards are not allowed.

2. Literary re-interpretations ot creations are not permitted, e.g, speeches wiitten as part of a play, novel, movie ot
television program.

3. A brief memorized introduction which identifies the original spezaker(s), time(s), place(s}, occasion(s) of the original
speech(es), the author(s) of the original speech(es) (if available), and any other relevant information helpful to the
audience’s understanding of the speech must be prepared and presented by the participant, If thete are multiple
speeches, an introduction should be given for each selection, and the participant should identify the relationship
between the speeches {e.g., author, event, original presenter, ctc.)

4. Costumes, props ot visual materials may not be used in this category. Items found in the toom such as desks,
chairs, podiums, and stands are considered props and may NOT be used.

5. 'The participant may not use a speech in this category for more than one season.

T A presentation in this category shall be from four to eight minutes in length including the introduction. A
15-second grace pericd is allowed over or under, Beyond 15 seconds over or under is a rule violation.

# A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be ranked,
and cannot go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.
Were all the rules of the categosy followed? Citcle one. If ne, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Persuasive Speaking

Time Limit: 3Y2 - 7 minutes (15 second grace period over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch.

Purpose of the Category:

To develop the skills of tesearching an issue, understanding the issue, and composing and presenting a speech which is
persuasive in nature,

Description of Category:

Life situations often result in the need to convince other people to believe differently than they do at present, to offer a solution to a
problem common to the group, to talee a particular action in response to a current situation, ot to reinfotce and strengthen current
attitudes. The Persuasive Speech categary allows participants to practice skills involved in these everyday acts. A good persuasive
speech will contain evidence and reasoning, as well as sound emotional appeals. In judging this category, equal emphasis should be
given to content and style. This is an individual category.

Rules;:

1. A speech in this category must be persuasive in purpose. The speech may (a) alert the audience to the existence of a
problem, (b} sttengthen devotion to an accepted cause and call the avdience to action, (c) affirm the existence of a
problem and propose a solution, or {d) present a proposal o idea to better enhance a community. (Examples: 1) You are
a skateboarder asking the city council to finance a skate park. 2) You are a concerned student tequesting the faculty look
into improving the school climate. 3) You are a concetned young person urging adults in your neighbothood to form a
Neighborhood Watch committee.)

2. The speech is to be written by the student who presents it.

3. Ideas and reasoning need to be suppotted by more than emotions and opinions. Evidence and facts need to be

presented with sources cited.

4. The speech may be presented from memory or extemporancously. 4x6 (or smallet) note cards may be used, but are not
required. A student should not be marled lower for using notes. It is apptropriate, however, to criticize the other aspects
of the speech, which are adversely affected by using notes, such as eye contact, use of gestures, and the extent to which
the notes arc a distraction to the audience.

5. Costumes, props ot visual matertizls may not be used in this category. Items found in the room like desks,

chairs, podiums, stands, etc., are considered props and may NOT be used.

6. ‘The participant may not use a speech in this category fotr more than one season.

T A presentation in this category shall be from three and a half to seven minutes in length, A 15-second grace petiod is

allowed over or under. Beyond 15 seconds over or under is a rule violation.

# A clear rule violation means that the petformance will receive a 14-point penalty, cannot be ranked,
and cannot go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If no, please explain and provide the number
assoctated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Poetry

Time Limit: 4 - 8 minutes (15 sec. grace period over and under)
Judges ate required to use a stopwatch.

Purpose of the Category:

‘To develop skill in understanding and conveying the meaning and emotions of poetry.

Description of Category:

All the skills of teading aloud, including vocal flexibility, inflectional vatety, clear articulation, and correct pronunciation, as well as the use
of pause and rate vatiation, can be used to interpret poetry. In addition, the student should remember that in poetry, mote than in any
other kind of litetatute, the emotional weight of the content and the importance of image, thythm, and sound are directly related. Special
attention should be paid to how the emotional and intellectual forms are dependent upon one another, This is an individual category.

Rules:

1. A presentation in this category may be a single poem, & cutting from a single poem, or several related poems or cuttings, The
material may be original.

2. Whether the selection is original ot not, the patticipant must prepare and present an introduction(s), including author(s) and title(s),
and any transitions needed to establish a relationship between pasts of the presentation. The introduction(s) and transition(s) must
be given from memory. Introductions for multiple poems may be given alf at the beginning of the presentation or at the beginning
of each poem.

3. The selection must be read from the printed page by using cither the original source or a typed manuscript. The material is not to
be presented as a memorized selection. The participant must refer to the manuscript repeatedly during the presentation. The
patticipant may not walk except during memotized transitions. (Walking is defined as more than one consecutive traveling

step.)
4. Costumes, props, or visual matetials may not be used in this category. Ttems found in the room or on the body like hair,

jewelry, desks, chaits, doots, scripts ete., are considered props and may NO'T be used. Singing, if used, must be incidental and
consist of no mote than 30 seconds total,

5. The participant may not use a presentation in this categoty for mote than one season.

T A presentation in this category shall be from four to eight minutes in length. A 15-second grace period is allowed over or undet.
Beyond 15 seconds over or under is a rule violation.

* A clear rule violation means that the petformance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be ranked,

and cannot go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If no, please explain and provide the number
associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Prose

Time Limit: 4 - 8 minutes (15 sec. grace petiod over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch

Putpose of the Category:

To develop skill in reading aloud and cénvcying the meaning and emotions of prose.

Description of Category:

Prose is defined as ordinaty speech or writing without metrical structure. (Poetry is not prose,) Oral
intetpretation is defined as the “effective communication of thoughts and feelings to the listener”” Careful study of the
written word is necessary for the interpreter to give special attention to the meanings and emotions of the piece. The
printed word is the source from which the reader should deaw meaning to shate with the andience. All the skills of
reading aloud, including vocal flexibility, inflectional vatiety, clear articulation, and correct pronunciation, as well as the use
of pause and rate vatiation, can be practiced through participation in this category. This is an individual category.

Rules:

1. A presentation in this category is to be a selection ot cutting from prose literature. In interpreting this rule,
temembet that if 2 dramatic production has evolved from the matesial chosen, the studenc is to use the otiginal
prose version fot the reading, For example, a student may read from Flowets for Algernon by Daniel Keyes, but
not from the movie sctipt adapted from that novel entitled, “Chatley.” The material may also be otiginal, Material
with thyming or a mettical structure is not consideted prose.

2. Whether the selection is original or not, the participant must prepate and present an introduction which
states the fitle(s) and the author(s) and any transitions needed to establish a relationship between parts of
the ptesentation. The introduction(s) and transition(s) must be given from memory.

3. 'I'he selection is to be read from the printed page by using cither the otiginal source or a typed manusctipt,

The material is not to be presented as a memorized selection, The participant must refer to the
manuscript tepeatedly during the presentation. The participant may not walk except during memorized
transitions, (Walking is defined as more than one consecutive traveling step.)

4. Costumes, props, or visual materials may not be used in this category. Items found in the room ot
removable items on the body, such as jewelty, desks, chairs, doots, sctipts etc., are considered ptops and
mey NOT be used. Singing, if used, must be incidental and consist of no more than 30 seconds total.

5. The participant may not use a presentation in this category for more than one season,

‘T' A ptesentation in this category shall be from four to cight minutes in length, A 15-second grace petiod is allowed
over ot under. Beyond 15 seconds ovet ot under is a rule violation.

* A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and

cannot go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any viclations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If no, please explain and provide the numiber associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Serious Solo Acting

Time Limit: 3 - 8 minutes (15 sec. grace period over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch.

Purpose of the Category:

To develop skills in the presentation of sericus drama, using voice, movement, body, hands, and facial expression.

Description of Category:

This category enables the participant to consider shorter monologues and plays as well as stand-up, dialogue, and multiple
chatacter pieces, The material for Serious Solo Acting shall be a cutting taken from drama, or other literature adapted to the
dramatic format with brief nacrative transitions allowed. The material may be otiginal, non-original, or an adaptation by the
participants, and may include impetsonations. The material may be in the form of a monologue or a selection that includes any
rmumber of characters. This is an individual category.

Rules:

1. Anentry in this category is to be memorized. The source material may be prose, poetty, drama, or essay and may be either
otiginal or non-original. Impersonations are allowed.

2. The participant must prepare and present an introduction, including author and title, and any transitions needed to establish a
relationship between parts of the presentation. The introduction and transitions must be given from memoty. If the piece is
adapted, credit must be propetly given to authors of the otiginal piece and all adaptations must be stated in the introduction.

3. Movement is limited only by what is appropriate to the material and the style of the presentation,

4. The presentation shall be performed without use of costume, make-up, ot properties. (Properties are defined as any tangible
objects used in interpretation categories that would give one group ox individual an advantage over other competitors,)
Items found in the room or removable items on the body, such as jewelry, scripts etc., are considered props and are
prohibited. The use of walls, doors, windows, lights, etc., is prohibited. A chair and fable ot desk may be used and will be
provided by the host. The presentation space is defined as a wall-less area within a room. Singing, if used, must be incidental
and consist of no more than 30 seconds.

5. 'The participant may not use a presentation in this category for mote than one season,
T A preseatation in this category shall be from three to eight minutes in length. A 15-second grace period is allowed over or

under, Beyond 15 seconds over o under is a rule violaton.

* A clear tule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and
catinot go to the powet round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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Rules for Special Events Presentation

Time Limit: 3 - 6 minutes (15 sec. grace period over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch. (Time the actual speech, not the set-up, tear down ot

announcement of situation)

Purpose of the Category:

To give students the opportunity to use creativity and imagination in preparing and delivering a brief, speech.

Description of Categoty:

The chalienge in this category is to pive a speech that is brief and fits 4 defined cccasion and audience. The tonie of the speech should be
creative, entertaining, and imaginative, A presentation in this category may include an individual speaker ot a team of two or three. In
judging this category, equal emphasis should be given to content and style.

Rules:

1. A speech in this category may be given by 1 to 3 individuals. It must be written by the participant(s) who present it.

2. Prior to the presentation, the participant/s must announce their chosen situation. (eg: “We have chosen situation A, a
vacation blog to Remulak”) This announcement must be brief and is not part of the presentation; timing begins after this
announcement, The criteria for the chosen situation must be followed, (See Situation sheet for specific critetia for each situation.)

3. 'The speech may be presented from memory, using notes, or extemnporaneously. Notes limited to both sides of one 4x6 {or smallet)
notecard may be used by each speaker, but are not required. Student{s) should not be marked lower for using a notecard, Tt is
approptiate, however, to criticize the other aspects of the speech that are adversely affected by using a notecatd, such as eve contact,
use of gestures, and the extent to which it is a distraction to the audience.

4, The use of costuming, properties, and/or visual materials are required in this category. Attire/costumes apptopriate to the
presentation may be worn, A table and chair/desk will be provided by the host. No electzonic devices ot laser pointers are permitted.

5. A team presentation requires each person in the group to share the responsibility of giving the presentation. One person’s
contribution should not appear to be significantly greater than the other(s).

6. ‘The participant may not use a presentation in this category for more than one season.

T A presentation in this category shall be from three to six minutes in length. A 15-second grace period is allowed over or under.
Beyond 15 seconds over or under is a rule violation,

%

A clear rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and cannot

go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Circle one. Ifno, Dlease explain and provide the number associated with the infraction,

Yes No
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Rules for Storytelling

Time Limit: 4 - 8 minutes (15 sec. grace period over and under)
Judges are required to use a stopwatch.

Putpose of the Category:

To develop skills in presenting imaginative material of the narrative form.

Dgscription of Category;

The att of storytelling is older than reading, dating back to long before printing was invented, but it is modern too. The storyteller
uses vocel vatiation and physical movement to suggest different characters and character relationships in order to make the story
come alive in the mind of the listener, Whether the material is from a published soutce or original, the primaty audience is to be
children. This is an individual category and since storytelling styles vary, the storyteller may choose to sit or stand while telling their
story, but they may not switch between sitting and standing as that would constitute using the chair as a prop.

Rules:

1. A presentation in this categery is to be a narrative that is svitable for childten. Examples of suitable material are; traditional or
contemporary children’s stories, folk tales, tall tales, myths, and fables. The storytelier should tell the story in an animated,
dynamic and spontanecus manner that will capiure and hold the interest of the chosen audience.

2.  Stoties in this category must be told in the third person. (Characters must be identified from the narrator’s point of view. Eg: Mama Bear said,
“This porridgs is teo eold!”) “T” stories {first person) are not allowed, not are rthyming stories that are clearly memorized,

3. The participant is to prepare an intreduction that creates an atmosphete, sets the mood and grasps the attention of the audience.
Within the introduction, the spealer must give the title of the story and either the author or culture from which the story comes.
{e.g ... The Lovely Woman Who Wept Pearls, based on a traditional Islamic folktale from Turkey”) The introduction must be
given from memory.

4. Notes, costumes, props and visual aids may not be used. Items found in the room or removable items on the body, such as
jewelry, desks, doors, windows, sctipts etc., are considered props and may NOT be used. After the introduction, the participant
may choose to sit on a chair or stand. The storyteller may not switch between sitting and standing duting the story. Storytellers
who choose to stand may move about freely when telling their stoties. Singing, if used, must be incidental and consist of no more
than 30 seconds total.

5. A presentation in this category may not be used by the participant for mote than one season.

T A presentation in this categoty shall be from four to eight minutes in length, A 15-second grace perind is allowed over or under.

Beyond 15 seconds over or under is a tule violation.

* A cleat rule violation means that the performance will receive a 14 point penalty, cannot be ranked, and cannot

go to the power round.

Proceed to the INFRACTIONS TABLE with any violations.

Were all the rules of the category followed? Citcle one. If no, please explain and provide the number associated with the infraction.

Yes No
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